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As a child, I lived a couple hundred meters away from a supermarket
in the suburbs of Brussels. My brother and | used to like to dress up as
beggars and play music near the store entrance.

On a September day in 1985, three masked killers shot and killed
anyone the came across. Women, children, elderly people... A dozen
victims were executed on that parking lot. Brutally. For no apparent
reason. By miracle, my brother and | escaped from the massacre.

For five years, these killers terrorized Belgium. They were after people,
not money. They were never identified and no one has ever been able
to determine what was their motive. They seemed to kill for the sake
of killing. Some thought they were acting on behalf of Stay Behind, a
secret NATO cell, during the Cold War. Using « the Strategy of tension
» as they did in Italy. 80 people killed in an attack at the Bologna
train station. All signs pointed to politics but the person responsible
for the case preferred to orient the investigation towards the world of
organized crime.

The « black years » (aka « the lead years ») they began with the
disappearance of the Congolese politician Patrice Lumumba,
assassinated by the Belgian secret service. A few years later, the
Brabant killers began to strike. They killed 28 people and left dozens
severely wounded. Then came the C.C.C. and their attacks, and finally
ended with the assassination of Minister André Cools in 1992.

In order to carry out compromising missions, the secret service
manipulates and uses the organized-crime world. When caught, these
gangsters have no possible defense. Every single element is turned
against them. And they have no credibility.

In prison, they are subject to the worst possible conditions. Drastic
security measures. Special diets, total isolation, sensory deprivation.
Everything is set up for them to want only one thing - escape, and
then they fall even deeper into the twists and turns of the judicial
world.

Destiny has brought me to run into a series of people who've been
linked in different ways to these cases. While in prison, a part from
gangsters, | met ex-policemen, magistrates, and even a few ministers.
Characters that | could draw my inspiration from and that led me to
bring them to life in this contemporary fiction.

Through this truly popular genre, the underlying theme of the film is
the excessive media coverage of particular defendants that | wish to
denounce. Prosecutors use them and mold them. They become public
enemies. Characters that are played like puppets. A fool’s game.
Manipulation. Power struggles. Political maneuvering.

The story of Frank Valken is pure fiction. Thirty years later, following
new revelations, the killers have come back to erase their traces. In
order to cover their tracks, a secret cell manipulates evidence so that
it will point to the armed robber, and make him the ideal culprit.

The press will only have to drink the acid juice they’ve been served...
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SELECTIVE FILMOGRAPHY

THE FIRST THE LAST - 2016 Bouli Lanners

O MONTH STRETCH - 2013 Albert Dupontel
RUST AND BONE - 2012 Jacques Audiard
ELDORADO - 2008 Bouli Lanners

SELECTIVE FILMOGRAPRHY

CORIOLANUS - 2012 Ralph Fiennes
GOODBYE MOROCCO - 2012 Nadir Moknache
INCENDIES - 2010 Denis Villeneuve
PARADISE NOW - 2003 Hany Abu-Assad




HENSGENS’
BIOGRAPHY

Jean-Francois Hensgens began his career as a camera assistant on films by the
Dardenne Brothers and numerous other directors. A few years later, he became
director of photography on Dikkenek, the first film by Olivier Van Hoofstadt,
before working on art-house movies (by Joachim Lafosse or Dominik Moll) and
French or foreign action movies (Go fast, Banlieue 13, Antigang...).

A genuine partner for the director, it is fairly logical that Jean-Francois should
now turn to directing with his first feature that he will co-direct with Francois
Troukens.

SELECTIVE FILMOGRAPHY

LONG-METRAGES

AFTER LOVE - Joachim Lafosse | Versus production - Les Films du Worso
Cannes Directors Fortnight 2016

NEWS FROM PLANET MARS- Dominik Moll | Diaphana Films

THE SQUAD - Benjamin Rocher | Capture The Flag Films

ALL THREE OF US - Kheiron | Adama Pictures

THE WHITE KNIGHTS- Joachim Lafosse | Versus production - Les Films du Worso
TIFF 2015, San Sebastian 2015

CHUBBY - Bruno Deville | CAB Productions - Versus production
OUR CHILDREN - Joachim Lafosse | Versus production

Cannes Un Certain Regard 2012

TURK'S HEAD- Pascal Elbé | Aliceleo

DISTRICT 13 ULTIMATUM - Patrick Allessandrin | Europa Corp
GO FAST - Olivier Van Hoofstadt | Europa Corp

DIKKENEK - Olivier Van Hoofstadt | Europa Corp

SHOW TV
THE TUNNEL - Dominik Moll | Shine Films

SHORT FILMS

CAIDS - Francois Troukens | Versus production
INDUCTION - Nicolas Provost | Versus production
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